Why in The World Do We Exist
November 5 & 6, 2022

e Why am | on this planet?  The question of existence.
e What is my purpose? The question of intention.
o Does my life matter? The question of significance.

e The lowest level of living - survival mode.
e The medium level of living - success mode.
e The highest level of living - significance mode.

Our mission is clear — “Hope for everyone and a home for anyone”

Basic
Instructions
Before
Leaving
Earth

Romans 15:4, 13 (TPT)

Whatever was written beforehand is meant to instruct us in how to live.
The Scriptures impart to us encouragement and inspiration so that we
can live in hope and endure all things... Now may God, the fountain of
hope, fill you to overflowing with uncontainable joy and perfect peace as
you trust in him. And may the power of the Holy Spirit continually
surround your life with his super-abundance until you radiate with hope!

2 Corinthians 5:17-18 (MSG)

Now we look inside, and what we see is that anyone united with the
Messiah gets a fresh start, is created new. The old life is gone; a new
life emerges! Look at it! All this comes from the God who settled the
relationship between us and him, and then called us to settle our
relationships with each other.

2 Timothy 1:9 (NLT)

For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not
because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from before the
beginning of time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus.



How we fulfill this mission:

The great commandment is a non-negotiable command for
Christians.

Matthew 22:36-40 (NLT)

“Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of
Moses?” Jesus replied, “You must love the LORD your God with all
your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest
commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.” The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based
on these two commandments.”

The great commission is not an option for Christians.

Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT)

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these
new disciples to obey all the commands | have given you. And be sure
of this: | am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Why do we exist?

n We are here to bless God with our worship. (Glorify)

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart...” (Worship)

Ecclesiastes 3:11a (NLT)
Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time.

John 17:4a (NLT)
| brought glory to you here on earth...

Revelation 4:11a (NCV)
“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, because you made all things.”

Worship is my focused response to God’s infinite love.
Hosea 6:6 (TLB)

“l don’t want your sacrifices—I want your love; | don’t want your
offerings—I want you to know me.”

Colossians 3:23 (TPT)

Put your heart and soul into every activity you do, as though you are
doing it for the Lord himself and not merely for others.

Everything | do for God’s glory is worship.



We were created to belong to God’s great big family.
(Relate)

“Baptize them in the name of ...” Matthew 28 (Evangelism)

1 Corinthians 12:13 (TPT)

For by one Spirit we all were immersed and mingled into one single
body. And no matter our status—whether we are Jews or non-Jews,
oppressed or free—we are all privileged to drink deeply of the same
Holy Spirit.

1 Peter 1:3 (TLB)
God has given us the privilege of being born again so that we are now
members of God’s own family.

Hebrews 2:11a (CEV)
Jesus and the people he makes holy all belong to the same family.

Fellowship is about giving to and receiving from God’s family.

Romans 1:12 (NCV)
I mean that | want us to help each other with the faith we have. Your
faith will help me, and my faith will help you.

B We are here to become more like Jesus every day. (Act)

“Teaching them to do...” Mathew 28 (Discipleship)

Hebrews 12:2 (TPT)

We look away from the natural realm and we focus our attention and
expectation onto Jesus who birthed faith within us and who leads us
forward into faith’s perfection. His example is this: Because his heart
was focused on the joy of knowing that you would be his, he endured
the agony of the cross and conquered its humiliation, and now sits
exalted at the right hand of the throne of God!

Philippians 2:5 (NCV)
In your lives you must think and act like Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (NLT)

So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the
glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and
more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.

Discipleship is about God’s ultimate goal for my life, which is
Christ-like character rather than comfort and complacency.



We are here to use our SHAPE so we can serve and care
for those in our church and community. (Care)

Psalm 139:13 (MSG)
...you shaped me first inside, then out; you formed me in my mother’s
womb.

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Ministry)

Ephesians 2:10 (LB)

It is God himself who has made us what we are and given us new lives
from Christ Jesus; and long ages ago he planned that we should spend
these lives in helping others.

Romans 12:1-2 (MSG)

So here’s what | want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday,
ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around
life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does
for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-
adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead,
fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily
recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the
culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity,
God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.

Ministry is about using my time, my energy, my finances and my
hurts to be a contributor rather than just another Christian
consumer.

We are here for the distinct mission of sharing the Good
News of Jesus with everyone as much as we possibly
can. (Express)

“Go make disciples...” (Evangelism)

John 17:18 (MSG)
In the same way that you gave me a mission in the world, | give them a
mission in the world.

Acts 20:24 (NCV)

| don’t care about my own life. The most important thing is that |
complete my mission, the work that the Lord Jesus gave me—to tell
people the Good News about God’s grace.

1 Thessalonians 1:8 (MSG)

The word has gotten around. Your lives are echoing the Master's Word,
not only in the provinces but all over the place. The news of your faith in
God is out. We don't even have to say anything anymore - you're the
message!

Our evangelistic mission is the great privilege of telling everyone
the Good News about Jesus and how He changed our lives.



Telling my story is about answering 4 questions:

¢ What was my life like before | met Jesus?

¢ How did I realize my need for Jesus?

e  When and where did | put my trust in Jesus?

o What has Jesus done in my life since | made that decision?

Mark 16:15 (NCV)
Jesus said to his followers, “Go everywhere in the world, and tell the
Good News to everyone.”

John 3:16 (NLT)
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.”

Proverbs 11:30 (RLV)
“God’s people are like trees that bear life-giving fruit. They show their
wisdom by saving souls.”

For further study on this topic, please scan the
QR code for Small Group study questions.

If you would like to find a small group to study
with, please contact:
smallgroups@gracechurchco.com
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